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b PBEFACE. 

Our faith in the all-powerful and all-merciful Son of 
God, " the King of the saints, and Prince of the Catholic 
Church," will suffice to carry us through. The past, 
with all its record of associations formed, and schemes 
propounded, — ^the indignation and zeal, the caution and 
fear, the ardour and anxiety, which it witnessed, is gone. 
It is with Him who ordered it. The present, with all its 
trials and temptations, its presumptions and its fallings 
away, its promises and its deceits, is with us, — ^with us 
to be used, — and He is also with us, who can direct us 
to use it aright^ 

The future is to us a mystery ; but to Him who is 
from everlasting to everlasting, with all its catalogue of 
ends and issues, fulfilments and completions, it is as 
clear as the sun at noon. But dark as are the results 
of Ood's providence to us, we are yet His instruments — 
so far as He wills to make us so—and with the future in 
our view, it is our main and chief duty, for the present, 
steadily and calmly and faithfully to work. 

In this thought, then, is the vent for all our fears 
and anxieties. God has been pleased to visit us with 
present sorrows — ^rivalry, and division, and heart-burn- 
ings, and discord, — defections from the faith and from 
filial duty, — ^misunderstandings, and recriminations, and 
rebukings, and blasphemies : — where is the remedy ? In 
mutual fault-finding, and murmurings, and unquiet dis- 
content? God forbid. In controversy, — ^mere cold nega- 
tions, or high and heated assertions? God forbid. Where, 
but in the calm, deliberate, and hallowed conviction, that 
our Head is with us still— our very sorrows are tokens 
of His presence, — ^that our duty is to work with Him, and 
bring a glorious future out of a discordant, but not an 
unpromising present. " No misery is reckoned more 
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PREFACE. 7 

than cummon or human, if God so dispose that we pass 
through it, and come safe to shore ; even as, contrariwise, 
men do not use to think those flourishing days happy 
which do end with tears,"' 

But in times of danger and dijQiculty, a parent's first 
thoughts are for his children. And if evil days have 
fallen upon our Church, it is fiill time that we secured 
her " little ones," the "lambs of the flock," from being 
victims to the evil. If brighter days are hoped for, and 
a happier and more blessed portion is anticipated for the 
Church, it is fiill time that a holier and a firmer band of 
soldiers were in training to do her service, and to be 
worthy of her high behests.^ 

* Hooker, Ecc. PoL v. 765. 

• " If judgments descend upon ourselves, we are to take an- 
other course : — not to inquire into particulars to find out the pro- 
portions (for that can only be a design to part with just so much as 
we must needs), but to mend all that is amiss ; for then only can 
we be secure to remove the Aehanj when we keep nothing within 
us, or about us, that may provoke Grod to jealousy or wrath." 

'' Of old the prophets had it in commission to reprove the 
popular iniquity of nations, and the confederate sins of kingdoms ; 
and in this Christianity altered nothing. And when this is done 
modestly, prudently, humbly, and patiently, oftentimes the tables 
turn immediately, but always in due time ; and a great alteration 
in a kingdom becomes the greatest blessing in the world, and fastens 
the Church, or the crown, or the public peace, in bands of great 
continuance and security; and it may be the next age shall feel the 
benefits of our sufferance and repentance. And therefore, as we 
must endeavour to secure it, so we must not be too decretory in 
the case of others, or disconsolate or diffident in our own, when it 
may so happen that all succeeding generations shall see that God 
pardoned us and loved us, even when He smote us. Let us all 
learn to fear and walk humbly. The Churches of Laodicea and 
Colosse suffered a great calamity within a little while after the 
Spirit of God had sent them two epistles by the ministry of St. 
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8 PREFACE. 

Be our internal differences and divisions what they 
may, there are grand points, the centre- works of our 
heavenly and Catholic system, against which no voice 
(the unbeliever's sneer excepted) has or can be ndsed. 
The Book of Common Prayer, with all its distinctness 
on most doctrinal subjects, is still our standard. Let all 
its lessons be taught boldly and dogmatically — all its 
prayers and sacrifices be offered humbly and purely ; all 
its sacred statements be received heartily, actively, and 
honestly ; and, in another generation, division within the 
Church will be a name without a reality. 

** Whence," asks the great Bishop Taylor, ** came 
the sanctimony of the primitive Christians? Whence 
came their strict observation of the Divine command- 
ments? Whence was it that they persevered in holy 
actions with hope and an unerring diligence? From 
whence did their despising worldly things come, and 
living with common possession, and the distributions of 
an universal charity ? Whence came these and many 
other excellences, but from a constant prayer and a daily 
eucharist ? They who every day represented the death 
of Christ, were every day ready to die for Christ." It 
was the discourse of an ancient and excellent person. 
And if we consider this sacrament is intended to unite 
the spirits and affections of the world, and that it is dif- 
fusive and powerful to this purpose, ("for we are one 
body, because we partake of one bread,") possibly we 
may have reason to say, that the wars of kingdoms, the 
animosity of families, the infinite law- suits, the personal 
hatreds, and the universal want of charity, which hath 

Paul — their cities were buried in an earthquake ; and yet we have 
reason to think they were Churches beloved of God, and congrega- 
tions of holy people."— Taylor's Life qf Christy p. 437. 
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10 PREFACE. 

Lford's words about them, and the lesson which they 
convey, without an awful sense of the " care which Grod 
takes of * little children,' whether naturally or spiritually 
such, the danger of doing them scandal or offences, the 
care and power of their angels' guardian, of the necessity 
that scandal should arise, and of the great woe and un- 
happiness of those who are the active ministers of such 
offences."* Who can feel this solemn truth, that "a 
child has a pure mind, and an unspotted heart, and 
abides in simplicity of thought ; courts not honours, 
knows not the limits of each one's power, nor shuna 
seeming to be inferior to others, bearing no moroseness 
in his mind or heart ;" and further, that " such the Lord 
embraces and loves, and thinks them worthy to be near 
Him, as those who had chosen to taste of the things 
that are His }"^ — ^who can believe the capacities of their 
" new nature," that they " follow their father, love their 
mother, know not to will that which is evil, do not bear 
hate or speak lies, trust what is told them, and believe 
what they hear to be true ?"* — ^who can regard such a 
blessed and gracious provision of God for the glory and 
service of His Church, without awfiil misgivings for our 
past faithlessness, and thankful acknowledgments that 
such elements are ours still, for happier results in days 
to come ? Our work must be commenced with veriest 
infants. " The Church is to them that very Mother 
of their new birth, in whose bowels they are all bred, at 
whose breasts they receive nourishment;" and surely "in 
this business she is neither of capacity, I trust, so weak, 

' Taylor's life of Christ, p. 410. 

2 S. Cyril, ap. S. Thorn. Aqui. Cat Aur. vol. iii. pt. i. p. 333. 

' S. Hilary, Cat. Aur. vol. L pt. iL p. 628. 
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A SERMON. 



St. Luke i. 66. 
" What manner of child shall this be ?" 

The remarkable circumstances which preceded 
and accompanied the Nativity of St. John the 
Baptist occasioned this question of mingled curi- 
osity and surprise. No doubt, the birth of the 
immediate herald of the Messiah — an event of 
such peculiar consequence to his tribe, his nation^ 
and his species — was an occasion which eminently 
provoked anxiety^ and ardour^ and zeal. But it 
is little considered, that^ in its measure, the birth 
of every human being into the world lends inte- 
rest and importance to the question of my text — 
" What manner of child shall this be ?'* 

A civilised state is like a building, in which 
the mutual reliance and support of parts are so 
accurately adjusted, that the safety of the whole 
fabric may be endangered by the loss or weakness 
of a single stone. And constituted as our own 
country is, upon a basis the freest and the strong- 
est in the world, the effects of character, of virtue, 
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14 A SERMON. 

industry^ and talents^ are great beyond account. 
Energy and diligence are perpetually mocking 
the accident of birth, and lift men from the lowest 
to the highest stations in society. Lights and 
pillars of the Church, guardians of the laws, and 
oracles of the senate, have sometimes arisen from 
the cottage. When a man, therefore, is born into 
the world, the event may be important beyond 
the limits of human foresight. The interests of 
millions may be involved in it ; and it belongs to 
many more than ever care to ask, ^* What manner 
of child shaU this be?" 

But, interesting as the topic might be, I have 
no intention of amusing you with a calculatory 
process of inquiry as to the chances which govern 
this matter; nor does it exactly come within my 
province to prove the importance, as a matter of 
political interest, of superintending the early nur- 
ture of the children of the state. It is quite 
clear, however, that the idea oi unity ^ which holds 
equally in the political constitution of the state as 
in the spiritual polity of the Church, and which, 
of course, embraces the welfare of children no 
less than that of grown persons, is only half real- 
ised in the world ; and that if the fact^ that 
citizenship implies brotherhood under one com- 
mon father, and that Church-membership neces- 
sarily supposes fellowship, were more practically 
understood, much misery and vice, and many 
schisms and strifes, would be avoided. And for 
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A SERMON. 15 

this reason: no man would live to himself; and 
every man living for his neighbour, due care 
might be taken that all should live to God. But 
I have selected the question in my text for our 
consideration, because of the child's ovm interest 
in it, and, only by consequence from this, because 
of the interest of the whole community. The 
child's own interest is, of course, his eternal sal- 
vation, his junction to Christ, his union with the 
Church, his being a Christian. If this is attained, 
all other advantages follow of necessity. It is 
unquestionable, that if men are good Christians 
and Churchmen, they must be good citizens and 
subjects. To make good citizens and subjects, 
therefore, the best and safest way is, to make 
good Christians and Churchmen ; and in order to 
this end, for our country's sake, for our Church's 
sake, for his own soul's sake, it is our duty and 
our responsibility, as regards every infant born 
within our district and neighbourhood, to inquire, 
*^ What manner of child shall this be ?"^ 

To press this most important matter home to 
men's hearts is a plain part of a priest's duty. 
And here I would protest against the notion which 

1 << To be careful for God's house and the Church is to be a 
good Christian ; to be careful for the king's house and the state is 
to be a good subject ; and both these are, in God's eyes, most ac- 
ceptable. Yea, and it will ever likewise be found true, the better 
Christian f the better subject; and the more religious towards God 
and His house, the more obedient towards the king and his laws." 
— Bp. Cosin, Works, vol. i. p. 342. 
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16 A SERMON. 

has identified such essential topics with what are 
called " Charity Sermons ;'^ as if there were any 
of our Christian obligations which did not imply 
Christian habits; or as if there were any duties 
which could be discharged as well periodically, 
and under the influence of stimulants, as uninter- 
mittingly, calmly, deliberately, by habitual choice 
and inclination. ^*That which the Gospel of 
Christ requireth is the perpetuity of virtuous du- 
ties : not perpetuity of exercise or action, but dis- 
position perpetual, and practice as oft as times 
and opportunity require. Just, valiant, liberal, 
temperate, and holy men are they which can 
whensoever they mlly and mil whensoever they 
ouffhty execute what their several perfections im- 
port.^' ^ Indeed, it is a woful testimony against 
ourselves, if all our sermons are not Charity Ser- 
mons. Alas for the age in which we live, that 
nothing can be done for God's glory without ap- 
peals and stimulants ! Time was when a burning 
zeal for the Truth, a constitutional fervour of love 
and obedience and charity, a habitual and, as it 
were, inborn temper of pious generosity, were 
sufficient for all the sacred projects of the Chris- 
tian Church. Moving speeches and public exhi- 
bitions were unknown. Men felt their obligation 
to lend their time and substance and talents to 
God, as much as they felt it their duty to pray ; 
and thus the hands of the Church were ever 
» Hooker, Ecc. Pol. v. 71, 2. 
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A SERMON. 17 

strengthened by the offerings of private bounty^ 
and private labour, and private learning. The 
altar of God was never without its rich array of 
gifts, presented in ^^ humble faith, of calm and 
deliberate choice, without ostentation, without 
hope of reward.'^ But, with the march of (so- 
called) enlightenment, this patient, quiet, self- 
forgetting spirit of liberality has, for the most 
part, passed away. As men have grown wiser 
than their forefathers, and as, with the Church's 
forms and rites, the Church's ^irit has also be- 
come obsolete — as intellectual pride has advanced 
and meekness of temper decreased, all habits and 
customs which bespeak an overflowing faith have 
gradually died away, and only those are tolerated 
which do not abridge the ^^ right of private judg- 
ment,^' or disturb the self-complacent opinions of 
individuals.! And thus it has come to pass, that 
we are constrained to yield to the circumstances 
of the times, and adopt means and methods for 
eliciting benefactions which the Church has not 
only not sanctioned^ but .which supersede the calm 
and catholic order of her offertory, wliich her 

* ** Might we not think it more than wonderful that nature 
should, in all communities^ appoint a predominant judgment to 
sway and oyerrule in so many things, or that God Himself should 
allow so much authority and power unto every poor family, for the 
ordering of all which are in it, and the City of the living God, 
which is His Church, be able neither to command nor yet to forbid 
any thing which the meanest shall, in that respect, and for her sole 
authority's sake, be bound to obey ?" — Hooker, Ecc. PoL v. 8, 3. 
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18 A SERMON. 

service-book prescribes. But^ Christian brethren, 
in whatever current the temper of our age may 
flow, the duty itself, with which we are concerned, 
remains the same. Whatever may be the manner 
— which, doubtless, may be no less acceptable to 
God, because of hindrances to perfection which 
individuals cannot avert — the matter of self-den W 
and self-devotion is of divine command, and must 
often be urged upon you by those who bear God's 
commission to teach.^ It is on behalf of the 
infants of the Church that I now desire to apply 
this command; and I entreat you to bethink 
yourselves, with solemn earnestness, of the real 
position in which you stand towards them. 

Are you Christians ? — So are they. And what 
is a Christian? — A member of Christ's Body. 
You and they, then, are, in common, members of 
Christ's Body. Now, conceive one leg diseased, 
and no apprehension of pain in the other ; the 
right eye maimed, and no sympathy in the left ! 
Or, again, imagine the brain injured, the lungs 
distempered, the stomach disordered, the heart 
infected, and, on each several account, no confu- 

^ '* Forasmuch as we cannot rightly honour God unless both 
our souls and bodies be sometime employed merely in His service 
— again, sith we know that reliffion requireth at our hands the 
taking away qfso great apart qfthe time qfour Uvea quite and 
clean from our own bueineetj and the bestowing qfthe same in His 
— suppose we that nothing of our wealth and substance is imme- 
diately due to God, but all our own, to bestow and spend as our- 
selves think meet ?"— Hooker, Ecc. Pol v. 79, 1. 
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A SERMON. 19 

sion^ Or distress, or threatened destruction to the 
whole system ! The idea is absurd, and no less 
absurd than contrary to experience. And yet, if 
you neglect the infants of the Church, you are 
enacting the very absurdity which you admit. 
Neglect assuredly breeds disease. If one part of 
the body, therefore — much more if the most vital 
part, that which is weakest and tenderest — be suf- 
fered to gather sickness and mortify, what must be 
the state — above all, what must be the prospect, of 
those parts which remain ? The idea, then, which, 
above all others, you must realise, is the ^^ oneli- 
ness'' of Christ's Body — the unity of Christ's 
Church; of which, all who are members are «6- 
cessarily *' members one of another.*' 

It does seem a most wonderful delusion, as, 
indeed, it has been a most successful device of 
Satan, to the detriment of Christ's Church, to 
suppose that individuality has any share in the 
essence of the Christian system. Christians, no 
doubt, have many individual duties and many 
individual responsibilities; but the charter by 
which they are incorporated, and by which all the 
promises of God are secured to them, distinctly 
and clearly declares that they are a Society, a 
Household, a Building, a Family, and it applies 
to them exclusively in that character. Holy Scrip- 
ture is most explicit and decided on this head. 
But, brethren, if those who are loudest in their 
appeals to Holy Scripture, when it seems to favour 
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them^ refuse its guidance in a matter of this im- 
portance^ — if, instead of cherishing and acting 
upon the grand fundamentory principle of our 
hopes^ that we are one family ^ of which Christ 
is the Head^ they assume that every man is a 
head to himself — that there are no cords except 
the bond of choice which bind him to his neigh- 
bour — that our blessed Lord's Body may^ indeed^ 
be the Church in name, but not in reality; for 
to each individual his own way of thinking is a 
Creed, and his own sect a Church, — if, I say, all 
family^ttes be thus dissolved, and nothing but an 
outward profession, a speculative faith, some cheap 
and easy performances, or a zeal for the peculiar 
sentiments of a party, be required to keep alive 
the flame of Christian love, what wonder that the 
"stones of the sanctuary" — those ^'little ones,** 
who in Holy Baptism have been consecrated to be 
the materials for this sacred edifice, are ^^ poured 
out in the top of every street,** and by schism 
and division separated and scattered abroad! 
^^The young children ask bread, and no man 
breaketh it unto them.**^ The Spirit of Love, and 
its lovely attendants. Unity and Concord^ once the 
badge and character of Christians, having been 
lost, what wonder that vital and solid religion — 
that the wisdom more precious than rubies, which 
shone so brightly in the Primitive Saints, should 
have lost its lustre, and degenerated into the fading 

' Lam. iv. 1, 2, 4. 
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22 A SERMON. 

measure of individual approval ! Of all her plea- 
sant things that she had in the days of old — 
the heroic piety, the serious devotion, the gentle 
temper, the amiable graces, the beautiful unity, 
little now remains but the afSicting remembrance. 
" The gold is become dim, and the most fine gold 
changed !*^^ 

But why. Christian brethren, have I brought 
these thoughts before you ? Because, of all others, 
our '^ little children^' are most interested in them. 
If the sheep of the flock be scattered abroad, what 
can become of the lambs? If the elders in a 
family rebel against the head, and embitter each 
other's lives by broils and quarrels, what can be 
the fate of the " little ones'' of the household ? 
And then, if the early shoots be neglected, what 
must become of the plant ? If the oflfspring may 
choose its own name, and each one a name for 
himself, what must become of the parent-stock ? 
It is too plain a truth to escape detection, and of 
too painful a consequence to be passed over, that 
the neglect of our " little children," as it is one of 
the miserable effects of our divisions, so is it the 
main cause of their continuance. I speak with no 
reference specifically to any place ; but I feel that, 
as a general fact, it is most certain, that, in pro- 
portion as the grand principle of our Christian 
family relationship to each other is depreciated, 
our infants are neglected ; and so, in proportion 
^ I^amentations iv. 1. 
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as they are neglected, irreligion and vice and pro- 
fanity prevail against the Church of God. And 
this is the result which may always be expected. 
If the natural parent^ or brother, or sister, should 
suddenly find out that they had selfish interests 
which are more valuable than their parental or 
fraternal obligations, the little helpless ones of 
the family would of course suffer : not being able 
to take care of themselves, they would depend 
upon the aid which generosity or kindness in 
others might prompt. And this, if given at all^ 
would never atone for the children's loss; for 
often evil motives might lie concealed under the 
specious offer, and the stranger's kindness would 
prove a curse instead of a blessing. But we all 
know, that " what is every body^s business, is 
nobody's business ;" and the helpless infants^ 
thus abandoned to the world, would of necessity 
perish. 

Now, just so has it proved, in fact, with the 
Christian family. Men have forgotten their filial 
and fraternal ties: no interests gain attention 
but self: the whole spiritual life is made to cen- 
tre in individual feelings, and sentiments, and 
aspirations. And the ^* little children" of the 
flock do suffer. Of their mother's blessings they 
have, it may be, been permitted in holy Baptism 
to share ; but this, faithlessly and often scornfully 
done, they are left — to feed on them, if so be they 
have strength enough to retain them ; or to lose 
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them for ever, if they should be weakJ Some- 
times the '^ stranger'^ steps in, and, with prof- 
fered affection, seeks to rescue the neglected chil- 
dren ; but his nourishment is not the sweet food 
of their native board. At length, their last state 
is worse than their first. From abandoned in- 
fants, they become estranged men, — open and 
avowed enemies to the Home of their spiritual 
birth. 

And what need for following the neglected in- 
fant further ? What need for proof that, accord- 
ing to the measure of our crime in failing to che- 
rish our responsibilities as members of the Chris- 
tian family, — to nurse, and tend, and instruct the 
^Hambs of Christ's fold,'^ — is the measure of judg- 
ment upon our Church and country ? The proof 
lives at this moment through the length and breadth 
of the land. Witness the profanity and irreverence 
and blasphemy of thousands of the youngest chil- 
dren, who have learnt to vent their little passions 
and resentments in oaths and imprecations, — the 
awful names of God and Christ dropping from 
their lips with the same easiness that they breathe ! 
Witness the lying and the stealing, for which many 
of our youngest children have never been taught 

* " There are now, that neither of themselves nor of their off- 
spring have any regard at all, but let them ran riot, they care not 
which way ; and if they will prove good, so it is, let nature work, 
and so let grace work too an it will, they will not force them to 
it, nor it shall not grieve them much whether they do or no." — 
Bp. Cosin, Workt, vol. i. p. 27, Oxford edition. 
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a just abhorrence — nay, in which many wretched 
parents passively, if not actively comply ! Witness 
the general neglect of private prayer — the spirit 
of pride and covetousness unchecked — the grati- 
fications unrestrained — and the violent, because 
undisciplined, passions, among the greater por- 
tion of our "little children;'^ — and then say, 
whether our present condition is matter of sur- 
prise, — the abandonment of God^s Church, and 
the contempt of her wholesome authority — the 
necessities of idleness — the augmented force of 
appetite and passion — the widened circle of arti- 
ficial want — the clamours of habitual excess for in- 
dulgence — the decay and dissolution of principle ! 
But where is the remedy for all this ? Under 
the blessing of Almighty God, Christian brethren, 
it is in our own hands. The application of it, I 
stand here to urge upon you. Be advised ear- 
nestly, diligently, and prayerfully^ to consider 
your position as members of Christy and the duties 
and privileges and responsibilities which it entails. 
You are not — you cannot be independent. Whether 
you will act upon it or not, it will be all the same 
in the final day of account. Your character as 
sons and brethren of a family y as members of a cor- 
poration, will be that in which alone it will avail 
you to appear. No man will be judged by his 
feelings, or his sentiments, or his opinions. His 
obedience to the constituted laws of Christ's king- 
dom will be the sole test of his piety and love. If 
c 
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men would but apprehend this solemn truth, how 
wonderfully might the breaches and divisions which 
at present so conceal the beauty of the Christian 
system be repaired ! If men would but love and 
reverence and obey the laws of their common 
mother^ and think less of their own judgments^ 
their own opinions, and their own feelings, — sects 
and parties and divisions would soon die away, 
and the Church of Christ would be in practice 
what she is in fact — the ^* pillar and ground of 
the truth." If men would walk more by faith and 
less by sight — if they would be more charitable 
and less selfish — more confiding and less jealous 
— more humble and less high-minded — more sted- 
fast and less changeable, — our ^^ Jerusalem'^ would 
soon be to tM what she is in truth — ^^ a city that 
is at unity in herself." 

Let me beseech you, beloved, to cherish this 
thought, and apply your prayers to it when you 
are alone with God. Meantime, the interests of 
those '^little ones" for whom I plead demand 
something at your hands. I only ask for them 
the right which their Father in heaven has rati- 
fied, — to enjoy the common blessings of our com- 
mon home. As you value the peace of the Church 
and the prosperity of the State, withhold not from 
the generation to come the means whereby they 
may protect the one, and promote the other. ^^ If 
children were seasoned with the principles of re- 
ligion, before malice, self-love, by-ends, or cor- 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



A SBRMON. 27 

rupt examples, have depraved their minds and ac- 
tions^ a good foundation would be laid betimes for 
direction of the course of their whole lives, and 
the seed of the word would be in them preserved 
whole and sound. Men would be better livers, 
and sounder believers. Horrid vices would not 
usurp the name of virtues^ nor hellish opinions 
appear vested with the cloak of truth. For, out 
of question^ were the younger sort imbued with 
the undeniable grounds and clear knowledge of 
the orthodox religion, they could not be so easily 
carried down the headlong stream of wickedness, 
nor moved aside by every light puflF and wind of 
doctrine ; the Jesuit would not gain so many pro- 
selytes, nor the sectary so many light-headed fol- 
lowers.'' ^ 

It is true, I am beseeching you for helpless, 
powerless infants. But I need not tell you that, 
of all seasons, the days of our veriest childhood 
are the most pregnant with the elements of future 
weal or woe. It is not the amount of information 
which an infant may receive that is valuable. For 
the most part they are incapable of turning it to 
account ; and the less of what is called '^ useful 
knowledge'' which is imparted, at this tender age, 
the better. But who shall venture to limit the 
impressions of which the temper of a child is 
capable in the way of discipline and training — 
above all, in the things of God and the deep and 
^ Bishop Nicholflon, Exposition of Catechism, p. 4. 
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solemn mysteries of our faith. *' The simplicity 
of a child's ways and actions" (I use the words of 
an eminent living author^) — '^his ready belief of 
every thing he is told — his artless love — his frank 
confidence — his confession of helplessness — his 
ignorance of evil — his inability to conceal his 
thoughts — his contentment — his prompt forget- 
fulness of trouble — his admiring without coveting 
— and, above all, his reverential spirit, looking at 
all things about him as wonderful, as tokens and 
types of the One Invisible, are all evidences of 
his being lately a visitant in a higher state of 
things." 

In proportion to these capacities, brethren, 
are our responsibilities to the Church, They 
are so many gifts lent to us, for her use, — ^to the 
honour of her cause, — ^to the glory of her great 
Head. If they are thrown carelessly by, and the 
" little ones*^ in whom they manifest themselves 
are allowed to lose them, they " can never be re- 
deemed but with pain and cost;'* and our ruin 
and distress will be our just, as it is our natural 
reward. But if we shall, by God's blessing, act 
as becomes our position in Christ's household ; if, 
for His sake, we shall love each other as brethren, 
and, in humble faith, receive His ^* little ones" as 
a ^' gift and heritage," to be tended and trained 
for His glory; if we shall value the grace of holy 
Baptism as it deserves, and seek to cultivate it 
^ Newman's Sermons, yol. ii. ser. vi. p. 72. 
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in the hearts of infants, in order to fruits of love, 
and meekness, and gentleness, and obedience, and 
charity ; if we shall, ourselves, renounce the rest- 
lessness and waywardness of a temper enslaved 
by human systems, and, striving after " the minds 
of little children, who do not reason, but obey 
their mother/'l study to exhibit a living faith, a fer- 
vent love, an universal self-denial, and a generous 
contempt of the world, — the Church may yet arise 
from her languishing and clouded state, and, in a 
generation unworthy of her glorious presence, be 
confessed ^^ the beauty of all lands and the glory 
of all the earth/* 

^ *^ We are ordered to receive the kingdom of God, that is, the 
doctrine of the gospel, as a little child, because, as a child, when 
he is taught, does not contradict his teachers, nor put together 
reasonings and words against them, but receives with faith what 
they teach, and obeys them with awe, so we also are to receive the 
word of the Lord with simple obedience, and without any gainsay- 
ing.'' — Bede on Matt. zix. 9, ap. 8. Thom. Aquin. Cat Aur. vol. 
u. p. 199. 
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It has been said, that to insist on our own Church's 
deficiencies, as compared with primitive perfections, is 
undutifid and heartless ; and so, without question, it is, — 
to lay bare her nakedness for the eye of scorn, to point 
at her barrenness (if so be), and to taunt her with the 
excellences of an enemy. But to hold up the Church's 
defects is one thing, and to hold up our own is another. 
Our Church is our mother, and we must reverence her 
deeply, and loye her fondly, and speak gently of her in- 
firmities. But of the sins and crimes of her servants, 
who were sworn to obey her mandates, and distribute 
her gifts,-— of their indolence, and negligence, and faith- 
lessness, and dishonesty, we are under no bond to speak 
softly. It would be a painful and an invidious task to trace 
to their human sources our present difiiculties. " Hitherto 
upon the Church there never yet fell tempestuous storms, 
the vapours whereof were not first noted to rise from 
coldness in affection, and from backwardness in duties of 
service towards God ; so if that which the tears of anti- 
quity hath uttered concerning this point should be here 
set down, it were assuredly enough to soften and to 
mollify a heart of steel."^ 

Many are there who have gone to their last account 
whose sin of faithlessness to this Church shall witness 
against them at the judgment-day, when all things shall 
^ Hooker, £cc. PoL y. 76, 8. 
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be revealed. We may well leave them to Him who 
knoweth all things, and tremble with misgivings for 
ourselves. But this is certain, had the Bishops and 
priests and servants of the Church been true to their 
Master and to themselves ; had some remnants of godly 
discipline been spared from the general surrender ; had 
some testimony to the reality of our spiritual gifts been 
preserved — e. g. the weekly communion, the consecration 
of alms, and the public administration of the holy offices ; 
had some few witnesses to any vital perception of our 
real needs and wants remained — e. g. the living belief in 
God's assisting and comforting presence which the daily 
prayers of the Church imply ; had aU or any of these 
tokens of life been left us when so much was carelessly 
yielded to the world, how different were our position at 
this day! How sincerely may we appropriate holy 
Hooker's complaint : " O Lord, what heaps of grievous 
transgressions have we committed, the best, the per- 
fectest, the most righteous amongst us all, and yet clean 
pass them over unsorrowed for, and unrepedted of, only 
because the Church hath forgotten utterly how to bestow 
her wonted times of discipline, whereb the public exam- 
ple of all was imto every particular person a most effec- 
tual mean to put them often in mind, and even in a 
manner to draw them to that which now we all quite 
and dean forget, as if penitence were no part of a Chris- 
tian man's duty ! "^ 

There can be no doubt in the minds of earnest men, 
that of all hopeful sources of better things for us, the 
most hopeful is united daily prayer, the constant cele- 
bration of the blessed Eucharist, the pious commemo- 
ration of Apostles, Saints, and Martyrs. These great 
* Hooker, Ecc. Pol. bk. v. 72, IS, 
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and unspeakable blessings are the very food and suste- 
nance of the Church ; without them she must die ; anc 
it is because her children have so long been debarrec 
from them, that so many are " weak and sickly, and sc 
many sleep.'* . 

" Private devotions," says the sainted Taylor, " anc 
secret offices of religion, are like refreshing of a gardei 
with the distilling and petty drops of a waterpot ; but 
addresses to the temple, and serving God in the publii 
communion of saints, is like rain from heaven, where th( 
offices are described by a pubhc spirit, heightened by the 
greater portions of assistance, and receive advantages b} 
the adimations and symbols of charity, and increment b} 
their distinct title to promises appropriate even to theii 
assembling and mutual support, by the piety of example, 
by the communication of counsels, by the awfrdness oi 
public observation, and the engagements of holy cus- 
toms."» 

Well, then, might the same holy Bishop affirm, " If 
the necessities of the Church were well considered, we 
should find that a daily sacrifice of prayer, and a daily 
prayer of sacrifice, were no more but what her condition 
requires ; and I would to God the governors of Churches 
would take care that the necessities of kings and king- 
doms, of churches and states, were represented to God 
by the most solemn and efficacious intercessions."^ 

Indeed, as the bold piety of Bishop Andrewes has 
warned the Church : " As prayer is a part of God's wor- 
ship, so the neglect of prayer is a sin. Therefore the 
Prophet,^ among other sins wherewith he chargeth the 

1 Taylor's Life, p. 95. « Ibid. p. 482. 

3 Ps. xiv. 4. 

c2 
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wicked, reckoneth this to be one — that ' they call 
not on the Lord/ The neglect of this duty was the I 

beginning of Saul's fall, as the fathers inteipret that I 

place where it is said that Saul commanded the priest to 
' withdraw his hand'^ from the ark. For this hath i 

been commanded ever from the beginning, that we | 

should pray imto God, not only in the law of nature, I 

but also in the law of Moses."^ It is a solemn con- I 

sideration for us to cherish, how far, like the fall of I 

Israel's first king, our own distresses as a Church may , 

not be the just judgment of God upon our fatal neglect i 

of this plain duty. With reason may our great Head 
rebuke us in these gracious words, " Hitherto have ye 
asked nothing in My name;" for, not to have asked 
daily, and importunately, and perseveringly, is not to have 
asked at all. The saints of God in their hour of misery 
fly unto God by prayer as their only stay and strength. 
In Enoch's days, which were full of miseries and trou- 
bles, men " began to call upon the name of the Lord "^ 
and the faithful Abraham, a wanderer in uncertain exile, 
oppressed with care, and anxiety, and suspense, in every 
place where he came " built an altar, and called on the 
name of the Lord."^ And so David, and Jehoshaphat, 
and Hezekiah, in their seasons of oppression and wea- 
riness and misery, had their " eyes towards God" as 
their only hope of deliverance. It cannot be, therefore, 
but that here also, in the unremitting ascent of incense 
in God's temple, will be our "very present help*' in this 
our day of trouble. If our people will hear our entreaties, 
and forsaking for some few minutes their " market-place 

^ 1 Sam. xiy. 19. ^ Andrewes' SermonSi toL v. p. 323. 

» Gen. iv. 26. * Gen. xii. 8. 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



APPENDIX. 35 

cares and toils/' will, with their bodily presence, join us 
as we daily pray for them " between the porch and the 
altar," it shall be well : *' the prayers are the stronger for 
it ; they are carried up the higher ; they pierce the clouds 
when they are sent up with a full cry of all the people 
together." But " if the people will not come, satis unus, 
satis nullns, let the priest serve God by himself, rather 
than God should have no service done Him at all. The 
brooks must run on in their channels whether the beasts 
will come and drink of them or no ; and God must have 
His honour done Him, whether the people be pleased to 
assist at it or not."^ 

In the comforts and benefits of the Daily Service, it 
is believed that, in whatever parishes it has been restored, 
the "little children" have been regularly permitted to 
share. This is an important point. An interest in the 
service, a part in its celebration, and, let us hope, some 
witness to their pure hearts of God's sanctifying pre- 
sence, — these are early lessons which will never be lost. 
They will tell on their characters when the artlessness 
of childhood has passed away. 

And so also with the fasts and festivals of the Church 
— ^wherever their due observance is being restored, our 
" little children" are happily permitted to share in the 

' Bishop Cosin, Works, vol. i. p. 164. 

** But if the spirit that quails in us do quail also in the whole 
Church, yet we have a supply from the tears which our Head, 
Christ, shed on His Church, and from the strong cries which He 
uttered to God His Father in the days of His flesh, by which He 
ceaseth not to make request to God still for us ; so that albeit the 
hardness of our heart be such as we cannot pray for ourselves nor 
the Church for us, yet we may say, * Conqueror Tibi, Domine, 
lachrymis Jeau Christi.''' — Andrewes' SermorUf vol. v. p. 339. 
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privilege and the blessing. Bishop Gosin has spoken 
powerfully on our obligations in this respect in his ser- 
mon on Exodus xx. 8, '* Remember that thou keep 
holy the Sabbath-day." " Remember, then," he says, 
'.' that you keep the festivals appointed, is a good para- ' 

phrase upon this text ; neither can I ^ve you a better, , 

for the Jews' sabbaths are all gone, gone like shadows; | 

and as a sign that they are gone indeed, the very name 
of a sabbath, in regard of our festivals, is gone with 
them too; for ye shall not read, in all the ancient writers i 

for 1500 years together, that ever any Christians would 
use that name (though in a few late writers, I know not 
why, it is again taken up). But in place of their sab- i 

baths, the apostles and their successors have instituted i 

Christian festivals, of which the Lord's day is the chief, 
succeeding in the room of that which was also more i 

eminentiy styled the Jewish sabbath."' 

The loss of these sacred days to the Church is a loss 
to her strength and power. To her " littie children" it 
is the loss of that first gentie guidance, which trains 
them, unconsciously, to higher and deeper perceptions 
of their spiritual being. "To children and novices in 
religion, they minister the first occasions to ask and in- 
quire after God. Whereupon if there follow but so 
much piety as hath been mentioned, let the Church 
learn to further imbecility with prayer — ' Preserve, Lord, 
these good and gracious beginnings, that they suddenly 
dry not up like the morning dew, but may prosper and 
grow as the trees which rivers of waters keep always 
flourishing.' Let all men's acclamations be, ' Grrace» 
grace imto it,' as to that first-laid comer-stone in Ze- 

^ Cosin, Works, vol. i. p. 159, Oxford ed. 
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nibbabers buildings ; for who hath despised the day of 
those things which are small ?"^ 

But the strength of the Church must be measured 
by the standard of her greatest gift. As Its virtue 
is dispensed, so is her mightiness and tendency to pre- 
vail ; as It is withheld, so is her weakness and liability 
to be overcome. The blessed Eucharist is that great- 
est gift; It has been dealt out in stinted portions to 
our people, and our people have ceased to value It, 
and low and degrading notions have crept in about 
It, and no strong voice has been raised to assert Its 
high claims, and exclude from a portion in It the un- 
believing and profane. What wonder, then, that we 
have a store of spiritual evils to lament, and painful 
and harassing trials to endure? If this blessed ordi- 
nance be that glorious and ineffable legacy bequeathed 
by the Prince of peace and King of the saints to His 
Church, as the mystical ligament and bond whereby the 
faithful are jomed to Himself, — if ** His body crucified, 
and His blood shed, for the life of the world,'' are the 
true elements of that heavenly being which maketh us 
such as Himself is of whom we come, "flesh of His 
flesh, and bone of His bone," — ^if " these mysteries do, as 
nails, fasten us to His very cross, so that, by them, we 
draw out, as touching efficacy, force, and virtue, even 
the blood of His gored side, in the wounds of our Re- 
deemer, we there dip our tongues, we are dyed red both 
within and without, our hunger is satisfied, and our 
thirst for ever quenched ;"* — ^if " this holy sacrament does 
enlighten the spirit of man, and clarify it with spiritual 
discemings, the relief of our sorrows, the antidote and 

1 Hooker, Ecc. Pol. v. 71, 2. « Ibid. v. 67. 12, 56. 7. 
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preservative of our souls, the viand of our journey, the 
guard and passport of our death, the wine of angels ;" ^ 
— ^if these things he so — and a cloud of witnesses there 
are to bear them testimony — ^the real source of wonder 
is, that we have in us any element of life at all, that 
through so long a period of thankless, spiritless, power- 
less torpidity, cold, formal, and inanimate, our Church 
should have survived! "Had St. Chrysostom lived 
among us, he would have complained most bitterly 
against us, not only for defrauding ourselves of many 
graces and helps that might come to us by the frequent 
use of the blessed sacrament, but also, and that chie/fy, 
for despoiling Christ, as much as in us lies, of His high- 
est and most peculiar honour that He hath reserved to 
Himself; ' et cum sit pants quotidianus,faciti8 eumpanum 
annuum,* as he said, 'What! come ye once a year to 
your daily food ?' He speaks of the sacrament, which 
was then called *panis quotidianus,' as well as our own 
that we feed our bodies with daily ; but feed our bodies 
no oftener with the one, than usually we now do our 
souls with the other, and I trow they will quickly fa- 
mish."^ It is as clear as the light, to all at least who 
have "great thoughts of heart" for the divisions of Zion, 
that our only remedy will be found in the great " Sy- 
naxis** of the Christian Church. Its high and holy 
ministry must be felt and realised, ere any " gathering 
together in one" can be blessed. We must all be "par- 
takers of one bread," ere we can hope to become " one 
bread and one body." And we who are the priests of 
Christ's Church must see to this. Our Bishops may 
command, or advise, or encourage us, or they may do 

* Taylor's life, p. 475. « Coain, Works, vol. i. p. 183. 
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neither — ^neither order as governors, counsel as fathers, 
or animate as brethren ; but in so great a matter, thank 
God, the Church has raised her own voice above all other 
mandates, and she claims for her children their "food 
in due season." It will be a great peril if we withhold 
It. Let us hear Bishop Taylor's words of piety and 
learning. " This is the counsel that the Church re- 
ceived from Ignatius — 'Hasten frequently to approach 
the Eucharist, the glory of God ; for when this is daily 
celebrated, we break the powers of Satan, who turns all 
his actions into hostilities and darts of fire.' But this 
concerns the ministers of religion, who, living in com- 
munities and colleges, must make religion the business 
of their lives, and support kingdoms and serve the inter- 
est of kings by the prayer of a daily sacrifice. And yet 
in this ministry the clergy may serve their own neces- 
sary affairs, if the ministration be divided into courses, 
as it was by the economy and wisdom of Solomon for the 
temple. But concerning the communion of secular and 
lay persons, the consideration is something different. St. 
Austin gave this answer to it : ' To receive the sacra- 
ment every day, I neither praise nor reprove ; at least let 
them receive it every Lord*8 day.' And this he spake to 
husbandmen and merchants. At the first commence- 
ment of Christianity, while the fervours apostolical and 
the calentures of infant Christendom did last, the whole 
assembly of faithful people communicated every day, and 
this lasted in Rome and Spain imtil the time of St. Je- 
rome; concerning which diligence he gives the same 
censure which I now recited from St. Austin; for it 
suffered inconvenience by reason of a declining piety, 
and the intervening of secular interests. But then it 
came to once a week ; and yet that was not every where 
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strictly observed. But that it be received once every 
fortnight St. Jerome counsels very strongly to Eusto- 
chium, a holy virgin: 'Let the virgins confess their 
sins twice every month, or oftener ; and being fortified 
with the communion of the Lord's body, let them man- 
fully fight agamst the devil's forces and attempts.' A 
while after it came to once a month, then once a year ; 
then it fell from that too, till all the Christians in the 
west were commanded to commimicate every Easter by 
the decree of a great coimcil ^ above 500 years since. But 
the Church of England finding that too little, hath com- 
manded all her children to receive thrice every year, at 
least; intending that they should come oftener. But of 
this she demands an account ; for it hath feu'ed with this 
sacrament, as with other actions of reli^on which have 
descended from flames to still fires, from fires to sparks, 
from sparks to embers, from embers to smoke, from 
smoke to nothing. And although the public declension 
of piety is such that in this present conjuncture of 
things it is impossible men should be reduced to a daify 
communion; yet that they are to communicate fre- 
quently is so a duty, that as no excuse but impos- 
sibility can make the omission innocent, so the loss and 
<;onsequent want is infinite and invaluable."^ 

* The " general*' Council which thus set its seal to the de- 
struction of an ancient and apostolical rule, was the 4th Lateran 
(known as the 12th general), held under Innocent III., a.d. 
1215. 

2 Taylor's Life, p. 482. 

'* Certainly a daily communion duly celebrated was the inten- 
tion of our Saviour when He speaks of making it our food, if we 
will take Him in the strictest sense ; and they who do, of choice 
and from a principle of conscience, daily administer and receive 
the eucharist, they do in the most perfect manner comply with the 
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There can be no good reason that, in the restoration 
x}£ this great mystery to its proper place and prominency 
in the Christian service, our children should not be per- 
mitted to reap personal benefit. It is not the practice 
in our Church to admit very young persons to the bles- 
sed Eucharist; although why this holy privilege, the 
mystery of which a babe may as soon or sooner fathom 
than the wisest man, should be denied to the little ones 
of Christ, who are as much members of His Body as 
adults, it is not so easy to affirm. Bingham has satis- 
fied his own mind against it, because, "1. It has no 
firm foimdation in the Word of God. 2. Because in- 
fants which are baptised are, in effect, thereby partakers 
of the Body and Blood of Christ, which are exhibited 
spiritually in Baptism as well as the Eucharist, accord- 
ing to St. Austin himself and all the ancient fathers. 
3. Because infants cannot do this in remembrance of 
Christ, which He requires all that partake in this sacra- 
ment to do. 4. Because there is the same analogy and 
agreement between the Paschal Lamb and the Lord's 

wiU of our Lord. And we ought to pray and endeavour that the 
whole Church of Christ may be by degrees restored to this state of 
perfection. I apprehend that a weekly communion is the most 
that we can at present hope to attain : and by going thus far we 
shall come up to the practice of the generality of Christians in the 
second and third centuries, though not of the first apostolical age.*' 
'* He that is a layman cannot communicate oftener than the priest 
under whom he lives will administer it ; and if, therefore, he never 
willingly omits an opportunity of receiving, he can have nothing 
further to answer for. If the priest be tardy or backward in this 
principal part of his office, he alone must bear the blame qfhis 
neglect; and they who are guilty of this neglect must remember, 
that they are to give account of themselves for passing a slight on 
this divine institution.''— Johnson's Unbloody Sacrifice^ pt. ii, 
p. 156. 
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Supper as there is between Circumcision and Baptism. 
An infant Israelite had a right to enter the covenant by 
Circumcision, as it was the seal of it ; but he was not to 
partake of the Passover till he could ask his parents the 
meaning of it. So an infant may enter the Christian 
covenant by Baptism, but not partake regularly of the 
Eucharist till he can do it in remembrance of Christ." ' 
But the objections here given, whatever else may be 
said, scarcely satisfy a mind awfully impressed with the 
great efficacy of the Holy Sacrament, as the very 
channel whereby Christ bestows Himself, and conscious 
that the practice of giving it to infants was observed in 
the Western Church, without interruption, down to the 
twelfth century, and in the Eastern Church to this very 
day. The absence of any direct order about it in Holy 
Scripture is an argument good (if good at all) against 
the practice of infant baptism, and entirely conclusive 
against the participation of women in the Holy Commu- 
nion. Hence it has been pertinently observed by a 
reverential and learned writer (to all of whose senti- 
ments, however, I should not consent to be pledged) : 
" The opposers of infant baptism hardly say any thing 
more plausibly upon this head than when they ask 
why the Eucharist is not administered to infants as 
well as Baptism. The Protestants, by retaining the 
custom of the Church of Rome in taking away the 
Eucharist from children, notwithstanding they have re- 
jected the doctrine of transubstantiation, which was the 
occasion of it, have laid a stumbling-block, it is to be 
feared, in the way of some."* But besides this, there 
are other thoughts which make Bingham's objections 

^ Bingham, Antiq. vol. y. p. 179. 

3 Deacon's View of Christianity, pt ii p. 889. 
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generally unsatisfactory. Holy Baptism, indeed, washes 
infants from their original impurity, and gifts them with 
the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit ; hut, unless 
we err and know not the truth, the Blessed Eucharist is 
absolutely necessary to continue this Divine Spirit with* 
in them, as food is necessary to sustain life. Without 
it they cannot rightly be said to be "His flesh" or 
" one with Him." It is the Eucharist alone which 
renders their bodies finally incorruptible, instilling a 
principle of life in them, by virtue of which they shall 
be raised to a blessed immortality. "Baptism," says 
Hooker, " doth challenge to itself but the inchoation of 
these graces, the consummation whereof dependeth on 
mysteries ensuing." " Doth any man doubt but that 
even from the flesh of Christ our very bodies do receive 
that life which shall make them glorious at the latter 
day, and for whiqh they are already accounted parts of 
His Blessed Body ? Our corruptible bodies could never 
live the life they shall live, were it not that here they are 
joined with His Body, which is incorruptible, and that 
His is in ours as a cause of immortality — a cause, by 
removing, through the death and merit of His own 
flesh, that which hindered the life of ours."l That 
Holy Baptism should ordinarily convey, at any time, or 
age, all the gifts of the Blessed Eucharist, must surely be 
a dangerous tenet. It does so, doubtless, in one sense, 
as a sick man who is lawfully hindered from communi- 
cating may be said by fedth and repentance to eat and 
drink the Body and Blood of our Lord spiritually. So 
an infiEmt dying after Baptism, before any opportunity 
of partaking of the Holy Communion had or could be 

1 Hooker, Ecc. Pol. bk. v. 57, 6. 56, 9. 
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offered, may be said to have received Ids Lord's Body in 
Baptism. A case of this sort seems to have been in 
Bingham's view, as the matter of his objection is fur- 
nished by FulgentiuB, in answer to one of his deacons* 
who had consulted him about the salvability of an Ethio- 
pian who had died without the benefit of the Eucharist. 
** It IB peculiar" observes Johnson, " to the Eucharist, 
that the Body and Blood of Christ are there received. 
I know some grave men have told us, that St. Austin 
asserts that the Body and Blood of Christ are received 
in Baptism. Now, if that father has any where dropped 
such words, I must declare I have not yet been able 
to lay my eyes on them ; but giving it at present for 
granted that St. Austin may have said so, we must look 
upon it as a peculiarity of this Neither ; and I suppose my 
reader will agree with me, that our judgments are not 
to be determined, in a thing of this nature, by the say- 
ing of one or two single fathers of the fourth or fifth 
century, when it is not supported by any authority 
from Scripture, or from the more early writers of the 
Church." 1 But as it is not intended hastily to free the 
ancient practice of infemt-communion from every objec- 
tion, this note need not be lengthened, by carrying 
what may seem like a defence of it farther.^ It may, 

1 Johnson, Unbloody Sacrifice, yol. i. p. 166. 

' The second Council of Mascon in France (a.d. 588) ordered, 
« that if any remains of the sacrifice, after the service was ended, 
were laid up in the vestry, he who had the care of them should, on 
Wednesday and Friday, brmg the innocents to church, fasting, and 
then, sprinkling the remains with wine, make them all partake of 
them.'' Evagrius (Eec, Hit. iv. 36) says it was the custom qfold 
at Constantinople to do the same ; for when they had much remains 
of the Body of Christ left, they were used to call in the children 
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however, be observed, that it is not easy to feel sympa- 
thy with any reasons for excluding infants which assert 
their mere rational or intellectual deficiencies. The 
mysteries of the faith are above all that any creature 
can comprehend ; virep vovvy vtrep XcJyov, vTrep KaraXrf^iy 

that went to school, and distribute them among them. Nicephoros 
observes, that when he was a child (14th century), he was often 
called in to partake of the remains of the sacrament, after this 
manner, among other children. I refer the reader, for further 
information, to Bingham's AntiquitieSt book xv. and chap. iv. , of 
which the whole seventh section is very interesting. Meantime 
let me add a note from 6iedeler*s Eec. His. vol. ii. p. 332 : — 
'* Augustine, and others of the elder fathers, had reasoned from 
John yi. 54, that the sacrament was in all cases necessary to salva- 
tion : but all scruples on this head were quieted by the assertion of 
Fulgentius Bishop of Ruspe (ep. ziL), that, according to Augus- 
tine, ' tunc unumquemque fidelium corporis sanguinisque Do- 
minici participem fieri, quando in baptismate membrum corporis 
Christ! efficitur, nee alienari ab eo panis calicisque consortio, 
etiamsi antequam panem ilium comedat, et calicem bibat, de hoc 
sseculo, in unitate corporis Christi constitutus, abscedat,' — espe- 
cially as this passage was universally attributed to Augustine him- 
self (thus, for instance, by Hugo a S. Victore, De Sacramentis et 
Ceremoniis Ecc, lib. i. c. 20, and Gratian, Decret, p. iiL dist vi. 
c. 181). The gradual change from the old custom, seen in Hugo 
a S. Victore, 1. c. ' ignorantia presb3^rorum adhuc formam reti- 
nens, sed non rem, dat pueris loco sanguinis vinum, quod penitus 
supervacuum arbitrarer, si sine scandalo simplicium dimitti pos- 
set Si autem in reservando sanguinem Christi, vel in ministrando 
pueris imminent periculum, potius supersedendum videtur.' Odo 
Bishop of Paris, a.d. 1175, forbade the priests of his diocese, ' ne 
hostias licet non sacratas dent pueris ullo modo.' Afterwards the 
communion of children was forbidden by Concil. BurdegaL ann. 
1255, c. 5, and Bajocense, ann. 1300, c. 16. It was still con- 
tinued in some places, however, till the beginning of the fifteenth 
century. P. Zomii Hist, Eucharistia Ir^fantium, Berol. 1736, 
8vo," 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



46 APPBKDIZ. 

KTiffTtig (^vattoQ ra fifiinpa i^ and no spirit can be so dan- 
gerous as that which this heresy has propagated, that 
"the sacraments do but teach, by other senses, what 
the word teacheth by hearing." Hooker and Jeremy 
Taylor have powerfully combatted this error, on the 
assumption (peculiarly appropriate here), that no qualifi- 
cations for the sacraments are required of adults which 
infants may not possess. "Where the word of God 
may be heard," says Hooker, "which teacheth with 
much more expedition and full explication any thing we 
have to learn, if all the benefit we reap by sacraments be 
instruction, they which at all times have opportunity of 
using the better mean to that purpose, will surely hold 
the worse in less estimation. And unto infants, which 
are not capable of instruction, who would not think it a 
mere superfluity that any sacrament is administered, if 
to administer the sacraments be but to teach receivers 
what God doth for them ?"2 " The primitive Church," 
says Taylor, " gave the Holy Sacrament to infants im- 
mediately after Baptism, and by that act transmitted 
this proposition, — that nothing was of absolute necessity 
but innocency and purity from sin, and a being in the 
state of grace. Other actions of religion are excellent 
additions to the dignity of the person and honour of the 
mystery, but they were such of which infants were not 
capable.*'^ Nor must it be regarded as a small thing, 
that, for at least eight centuries, in the Church the 
observance of infant-communion was universal, and that 
such saints as Cyprian and Augustine among the an- 
cients, and the good and pious Bishop Bedell among the 

^ Justin Martyr, Expos. Fid. p. 888. ap. Hooker. 

' Hooker, Ecc. Pol. v. 57. 1. ' Taylor, Life, p. 480. 
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moderns, warmly defended it. Bona brings the observ- 
ance down in the Western Church to the twelfth cen- 
tury, when it was superseded last in the Grallican Church. 
In the Greek Church, Nicephorus, a writer of the four- 
teenth century, mentions it as general ; and both Mr. 
Brerewood and Dr. Smith attest its existence among the 
Greeks and Russians to the present day. 

There is nothing to cause the belief that Almighty 
God ever accounted "little children" unclean, or un- 
holy, or unfit for His solemn service ; or that His ordi- 
nances would be profEuied by their partaking in them. 
Let us see to it, therefore, that we are not robbing the 
Church of her most precious jewels, by discouraging, in 
her lambs, an early approach to those mysteries which 
have a binding and rivetting power to chain them to her 
side. Why should Confirmation be so long delayed as 
is now generally the case ? For the most part, children 
of twelve and fourteen years of age should be on our 
Communion-rolls, instead of seeking admission to a 
class of catechumens preparing for Confirmation. To 
conclude : it is a conviction, the solemnity and force of 
which increases daily, that if our Church is to be saved 
from desolation, she must " stir up the gift that is in 
her ;" put forth her own arm and gird up her loins to 
the battle. O what an armory is within her. if we 
were only worthy to go in and clothe ourselves ! But, 
of all offerings on her altar, the heart of the young and 
guileless is the most acceptable, and the strongest for 
mighty deeds ; and such offerings must be abundant, if 
we are resolved to prevail. Let parish priests persevere, 
therefore, in their efforts to bring their confirmed chil- 
dren to the altar : 

1. That our communions may be more largely at- 
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tended; for the Master of the Feast desires that His 
house may be filled. 

2. That one step may be gained towards a more 
frequent and more unintermitting celebration of the 
holy mysteries. 

3. That children taught to be obedient to their 
blessed Lord, and brought up from their infancy to a 
renewal of them, may have a deep sense of their bap- 
tismal bonds. 

4. That the sons and servants of the Church may 
be brought early under wholesome discipline, and their 
^iritual rulers have reverence and respect at their hands. 

5. That being brought up from infancy in the full 
communion of the Church, the parents of children may 
submit their education to the authority and influence of 
their pastors. 

6. That general Chiurch-discipline maybe recovered. 

7. That divisions, and animosities, and parties may 
cease. 

And let those who are disposed to charge us gene- 
rally with over-estimating the condition, and gifts, and 
capacities of ** little children," remember holy Hooker's 
rebuke : 

" We speak of infants as the * rule of piety* alloweth 
both to speak and think. They that can take to them- 
selves, in ordinary talk, a charitable kind of liberty to 
name men of their own sort * God's dear children* (not- 
withstanding the great reign of hypocrisy), should not, 
methinks, be so strict and rigorous against the Church 
for presuming as it doth of a Christian innocent; for 
when we know how Christ, in general, hath said, that of 
such is the kingdom of heaven — which kingdom is the 
inheritance of God's elect — and do, withal, behold how 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



APPENDIX. 49 

His providence hath called them unto the first begin- 
nings of eternal life, and presented them at the well- 
spring of new birth, wherein original sin a purged, 
besides which sin there is no hindrance of their salvation 
known to us, as themselves will grant ; hard it were 
that, having so many fiedr inducements whereupon to 
ground, we should not be thought to utter at the least a 
truth as probable and allowable, in terming any such 
particular infant an elect babe, as in presuming the like 
of others, whose safety, nevertheless, we are not abso- 
lutely able to warrant."' 

" Quam pulchrse sunt mammae tuse, soror mea sponsa ! 
Revoca, Domine Jesu, filios tuos qui aberrant ad lactis 
hujus dulcedinem, ut ex ore lactentium perficias laudem, 
cum destruxeris inimicum et ultorem : imo festina et ejice 
ad victoriam judicium, ut habitent in unum qui invocant 
nomen tuum, quum in hac unitate mandas benedictionem 
et vitam per omnia secula seculorum. Amen."^ 

1 Hooker, Ecc. PoL y. 64, 3. 

' St, Bernard, Serm. Z2zi. Op. vol. L p. 421. 
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The following Prayers are appended, in the hope 
that some may be incited to use them in their private 
devotions and in their family worship, from a deep 
conviction of our present necessities. How much is it 
to be lamented that the privilege of interceding for each 
other by prayer should be so scantily used by Chris- 
tians ! How does such an omission witness to our un- 
belief in the reality of Christ's promises ! 

What a cause may it not be of our discords and 
divisions ! What a painful remit it is oi ^ popular 
system of private, selfish religionism ! 

May God grant us all a spirit of prayer, which is 
a spirit of charity ! 
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Is any afflicted ? let him pray. j ame^ v. 13. 

Prayer is an advocate for the guilty, a redemption for the 
captiye, a rest for the wearied, and a comfort for the sorrowful. 
It is our watch-tower whilst we sleep, and our safeguard whilst 
we are awake. 5St. Gregory Nyssen. 

When we consider our own wants, the troubles that are 
upon us, though for a time we hold our tongues and speak 
nothing, yet a fire will kindle in us, we cannot long be silent, 
the desire of our heart must have a vent by prayer. 

Bishop Andrewes. 

The old godly Christians were wont, not to employ them- 
selves so much to talk and disputef as to practise religion and 
to live like Christians. The continual and curious disquisition 
of many unnecessary questions amongst us, is nothing else 
but either the new seeds or the old fruits of malice, and by 
consequence the enemy of godliness, and the abatement of that 
true devotion wherewith God is more delighted, and a good 
soul more inflamed and comforted, than with all the busy sub- 
tilties of the world. In which sense St. Augustine was wont to 
say, that '* the pious and devout^ though unlearned^ went to 
heaven ; whiles other men^ trusting to their learning^ disputed 
it quite away." Bishop Cosin. 
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I exhort therefore that, first of all, supplications, prayers, 
intercessions f and giving of thanks, be made for all men ; for 
kings, and for all that are in authority ; that we may lead a 
quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty : for this 
is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour ; who will 
have all men to be saved, and to come to the knowledge of the 
truth. 1 Tim. il 1. 

It was the charge which God gave by His prophet (Jer. 
xxix. 7) to them in captivity, not only to pray for themselves, 
but to pray for the prosperity of the city where they were pri- 
soners. As they were to have a care of the commonwealth, so 
the like is to be had of the Church. Therefore, when Peter was 
in prison, '* there was prayer made continually of the Church 
to God for him.*' Bishop Andrewes. 

Our means to obtain the graces which God doth bestow are 
our prayers. Our prayers to that intent are available as well 
for others as for ourselves. To pray for others is to bless them 
for whom we pray, because prayer procureth the blessing of 
God upon them ; especially the prayer of such as God either 
most respecteth for their piety and zeal that way, or else re- 
gardeth for that their place and calling bindeth them, above 
others, unto this duty, as it doth hoth natural and spiritual 
fathers. Hooker. 
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About the time of Matins or Morning Prayer, 

I. 
O Holy and Eternal God, who hast com- 
manded us to pray unto Thee in all our ne- 
cessities^ and to give thanks unto Thee for all 
our instances of joy and blessings and to adore 
Thee in all Thy attributes and communications^ 
Thy own glories, and Thy eternal mercies ; Give 
unto us Thy servants the spirit of prayer and 
supplication, that we may understand what is 
good for us; that we may desire regularly, 
and choose the best things ; that we may con- 
form to Thy will, and submit to Thy disposing, 
relinquishing our own affections and imperfect 
choice. Sanctify our hearts and spirits, that 
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we may sanctify Thy name^ and that we may 
be gracious and accepted in Thine eyes. Give 
us the humility and obedience of servants^ that 
we may have the hope and confidence of sons, 
making humble and confident addresses to the 
throne of grace^ that in all our necessities we 
may come to Thee for aids, arid may trust in 
Thee for a gracious answer, and may receive 
satisfaction and supply 5 through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 



Bishop Taylor. 



11: 



O eternal and powerful God, Thou just and 
righteous Governor of the world, who callest 
all orders of men by precepts, promises, and 
threatenings, by mercies and by judgments ; 
Teach us to admire and adore all the wisdom, 
the effects, and infinite varieties of Thy pro- 
vidence : and make us to dispose ourselves so 
by obedience, by repentance, by all manner of 
holy living, that we may never provoke Thee to 
jealousy ; much less to wrath and indignation 
against us. Lord, open our understandings 
that we may know the meaning of Thy voice. 
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and the signification of Thy language, when 
Thou speakest from heaven in signs and judg- 
ments ; and let a holy fear so soften our spirits, 
and an intense love so inflame and sanctify our 
desires, that we may apprehend every intima- 
tion of Thy pleasure, at its first and remotest 
and most obscure representment, that so we 
may with repentance go out to meet Thee, and 
prevent the experience of Thine anger. Let 
Thy restraining grace, and the observations of 
the issues of Thy justice, so allay our spirits, 
that we be not severe and forward in condemn- 
ing others, nor backward in passing sentence 
upon ourselves. Make us to obey Thy voice 
described in Holy Scripture, to tremble at Thy 
voice expressed in wonders and great efiTects of 
providence, and to condemn none but ourselves. 
Grant us to read our duty in the pages of reve- 
lation, not in the labels of accidental effects, 
that Thy judgments may confirm Thy word, 
and Thy word teach us our duty, and we may 
enter on and grow up in the ways of godliness ; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Bishop Taylor. 
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About the time of Vespers or Evensong. 

I. 

O Thou that art the God of Reason and of 
Peace, who disdainest not to treat with sinners^ 
preventing them with oflFers of atonement, and 
beseeching them to be reconciled with Thyself; 
who wantest not power or justice to destroy 
them, yet aboundest in mercy to save ; Soften 
our hearts by the blood of our Redeemer, and 
persuade us to accept of peace with Thyself, 
and both to procure and preserve peace among 
ourselves as men and as Christians. Condemn 
us not to our passions, which are destructive 
both of ourselves and of others. Clear up our 
understandings to see Thy truth, both in rea- 
son as men and in religion as Christians ; and 
incline all our hearts to hold the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace. Remove the evils 
of discord which we have deserved, and bestow 
upon us that peace which only Christ our great 
peace-maker can merit ; for His sake who died 
for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

K. Chaules the Blessed Martyh, 
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II. 

O eternal Jesus, who art made unto us 
wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and re- 
demption; Give us of Thy abundant charity, 
that we may love the eternal benefit of our 
brother's soul with a true, diligent, and affec- 
tionate care and tenderness. Give us a fellow- 
feeling of one another^s calamities, a readiness 
to bear each other's burdens, aptness to for- 
bear, wisdom to advise, counsel to direct, and 
a spirit of meekness and modesty, trembling at 
our infirmities, fearful in our brother's dangers, 
and joyful in his restoration and securities. 
Lord, let all our actions be pious and prudent, 
ourselves wise as serpents and innocent as 
doves, and our whole life exemplar, and just, 
and charitable, that we may, like lamps shin- 
ing in Thy temple, serve Thee and enlighten 
others, and guide them to Thy sanctuary ; and 
that, shining clearly and burning zealously, 
when the Bridegroom shall come to bind up 
His jewels, and beautify His Spouse, and ga- 
ther His saints together, we and all Thy Chris- 
tian people knit in a holy fellowship^ may enter 
d2 
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into the joy of our Lord^ and partake of the 
eternal refreshments of the kingdom of light 
and glory, where Thou, O holy and eternal 
Jesu, livest and reignest in the excellencies of 
a kingdom and the infinite durations of eternity. 

Amen. „ 

Bishop Taylor. 



$ra$er{$ to he atfOetf on ^j^ur^tiasd* 

About the time of Morning Prayer. 
I. 
Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who hast purchased to Thyself an uni- 
versal Church by the most precious blood of 
Thy dear Son, and hast (as on this day) esta- 
blished therein holy mysteries, as sure and 
conspicuous pledges of the exceeding great 
love of this our Master and only Saviour, and 
for a continual remembrance of His meritorious 
death, to our great and endless comfort ; Keep 
us, we humbly beseech Thee, stedfast in the 
true fellowship thereof, the communion of 
saints; open our eyes that we may behold 
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the wonders of Thy Gospel, and duly admire 
and adore the marvellous steps of Thy provi- 
dence in the government of Thy faithful peo- 
ple, and graciously secure us by the same 
against all dimness in our faith, and all cold- 
ness in our charity, and beget such an holy 
fervour in us, by walking diligently in Thy 
clear light, which is so strongly at every turn 
reflected upon us, as may at length set us 
heartily on fire, to pass beyond all sacramental 
veils, and eternally behold Thee face to face ; 
through the same our Lord Jesus Christ Thy 
Son. Amen. 

Bishop Hickes {Beformed Breviary), 

About the time of Even-song, 
I. 
Praise the Lord, O my soul, all the days of 
thy life, for the great High Priest of our obla- 
tion, who, after He had finished the works and 
sufferings which Thou hadst assigned Him here 
on earth, did visibly ascend into heaven, and 
sit down on Thy right hand; and now, with 
His crucified and glorified Body, appears in 
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Thy Presence, to give force and effect to the 
devotions of His Church, and especially to the 
ordinances of His own institution. May all 
Christian priests and people for evermore re- 
joice in this most prevailing Mediator, and 
never seek for any other. May they with di- 
ligence and constancy employ themselves in 
those duties of religion in which they may 
most safely depend on the intercession of this 
High Priest, especially in the commemorative 
oblation of His Body and Blood. May we 
make it our chief care and study to imitate 
His example in all the virtues of a holy life, 
that so we may at last receive the reward of 
faithful servants, and follow Him into the holy 
of holies, for His merits, and for Thy mercies' 

sake. Amen. 

3oni<iSoi<i (of Cranbrooh). 

II. 
O God, who, seeing the dulness of our 
spirits so often needs fresh impulses of sense, 
hast wonderfully contrived to set before us 
Thy sacrificed Son, so as to exercise at once 
our faith and love,. while He is made really 
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present to all the faithful, and is by them verily 
and indeed received ; Reclaim, we humbly be- 
seech Thee, all our wandering affections with 
this miracle of goodness, and compose them 
into such a diligent and devout attendance on 
our gracious Lord, that we may daily feed our 
adoration and love of Him, and daily grow 
in our desires of seeing eternally His glorious 
face, who with Thee and the Holy Ghost 
liveth and reigneth One God, world without 
end. Amen. 

Bishop Hickes {Reformed Breviary). 

Tliese Prayers may he used also on Sundays and Saints^ 
Days, either before or after the Holy Eucharist has 
been administered. 



^rajjersj to ht aaa^a on WLt^am^^^^^ anJ 

About the time of Morning Prayer. 

I. 
O holy Jesus, King of the Saints, and Prince 
of the Catholic Church ; Preserve Thy Spouse 
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whom Thou hast purchased with Thy right 
band, and redeemed and cleansed with Thy 
bloody — the whole Catholic Churchy from one 
end of the earth to the other. She is founded 
upon a rock, but planted in the sea. Oh, pre- 
serve her safe from schism^ heresy, and sacri- 
lege ! Unite all her members with the bands 
of faith, hope, and charity, and an external 
communion, when it shall seem good in Thine 
eyes. Let the daily sacrifice of prayer and sa- 
cramental thanksgiving never cease, but be for 
ever presented to Thee, and for ever united to 
the intercession of her dearest Lord, and for 
ever prevail for the obtaining for every of its 
members grace and blessing, pardon and sal- 
vation. Amen. 

Bishop Taylor. 

II. 
O God, who by Thy Holy Spirit didst at 
first establish a Church, and who, sanctifying 
it by the same Spirit, dost still preserve and 
govern it; Hear, we beseech Thee, the prayers 
of Thy servants, and mercifully grant us the 
perpetual assistance of Thy grace, that we may 
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never be deceived by any false spirit, nor over- 
come by the vicious suggestions of flesh and 
blood ; but in all our doubts may be directed 
in the ways of truth, and in all our actions 
guided by this Thy Holy Spirit, who with 
Thee and Thy eternal Son liveth and reigneth 
one God, world without end. Amen. 

Bishop Hickes (Reformed Breviary). 

III. 

Grant, we beseech Thee, Almighty God, 
that our sovereign lady the Queen may be a 
most mighty protector of her people and re- 
ligious defender of Thy sacred faith, a boun- 
tiful comforter of Thy holy Church, a glorious 
triumpher over all her enemies, a gracious go- 
vernor unto all her subjects, and a happy mo- 
ther of many children, to rule this nation by 
succession in all ages, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. Bishop Cosin. 

IV. 

O Almighty Father, who hast taught us that 
little children are a gift and heritage from Thee ; 
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We humbly beseech Thee, for all baptised in- 
fants^ that Thou wouldest defend them with 
Thy heavenly grace, and raise up for Thy 
Church a multitude of faithful and devoted 
servants. Hearken to our supplications, good 
Lord, and despise not little children crying 
unto Thee. Assist them with the succours of 
Thy Holy Spirit, — the spirit of truth, to keep 
them from all error, infidelity, and hypocrisy ; 
the spirit of counsel, to guide them in all diffi- 
culties; the spirit of sound understanding, to 
direct them in all their ways; the spirit of 
humility, to guard them against every preci- 
pice ; the spirit of might and holy courage, to 
preserve them from all baseness and littleness, 
cowardice and weakness; the spirit of know- 
ledge and of the fear of the Lord, to keep 
them from all sin and wickedness, and from the 
snares of death and hell. Give them the beau- 
ties of wisdom, the brightness of chastity, the 
health of temperance ; give them the peace of 
the meek, the nobility of the faithful, the re- 
putation and joy of the charitable. So strengthen 
them, blessed Lord, that by the innocency of 
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their lives and constancy of their faith^ even 
unto death, they may, together with their an- 
gels that behold Thy face, glorify Thy holy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Compiled from AiiCHBr. Fenelon. 

About the time of Bven-song, 
I. 
O God, who gatherest Thy flock out of all 
nations into the saving fold of one holy Catho- 
lic Church, purchased by the precious blood of 
Thy dear Son, wherein Thou hast, in Thy pro- 
vidence, graciously ordained Bishops and Pas- 
tors, to feed Thy sheep and lambs ; Let Thy 
continual pity cleanse and defend the same; 
and because without Thee it cannot continue 
in safety, preserve it evermore by Thy help and 
goodness ; and so govern the minds of Thy 
servants the Bishops, that they may never lay 
hands suddenly on any man, but may always 
make a wise and faithful choice of fit and 
worthy persons to serve in the ministry of 
Thy Church. Bless them all, we beseech Thee 
[especially the Bishop of this diocese)^ and 
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their clergy {especially the priests of this pa- 
rish)y with courage^ and skUl^ and fatherly 
care, to edify and guard their several charges, 
by Thee committed to them. Bless also all 
the faithful with an humble filial love and due 
obedience, for Thy sake, to their superiors 
whom Thou hast set over them; that so the 
clearness of truth and beauty of holiness daily 
increasing in this Thy Church, through every 
one's devout pursuance of his duties, all may 
come at last into the way of truth, and hold 
the faith in unity of spirit, in the bond of 
peace, and in righteousness of life, — all here- 
sies and schisms may vanish away, and all 
Jews, Turks, and infidels may be brought 
home and saved among the remnants of the 
true Israelites, and be made one with us, and 
with all that profess themselves Christians — 
one fold, under one Shepherd, Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with Thee 
and the Holy Ghost, one God, world without 
end. Amen. 

Bp. Hickes {Reformed Breviary,) 
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II. 

O holy God^ King eternal ; Out of the in- 
finite storehouses of Thy grace and mercy, give 
unto all virgins chastity and a religious spirit ; 
to all persons dedicated to Thee and to reli- 
gion, continence and meekness, an active zeal 
and an unwearied spirit; to all married per- 
sons, faith and holiness ; to widows and father- 
less, and all that are oppressed. Thy patronage, 
comfort, and defence ; to all Christian women, 
simplicity and modesty, humility and chastity, 
patience and charity; give unto the poor, 
to all that are robbed and spoiled of their 
goods, a competent support, and a contented 
spirit, and a treasure in heaven hereafter; 
give unto prisoners and captives, to them 
that toil in the mines and row in the gal- 
leys, strength of body and of spirit, liberty 
and redemption, comfort and restitution; to 
all that travel by land. Thy angel for their 
guide, and a holy and prosperous return; to 
all that travel by sea, freedom from pirates and 
shipwreck, and bring them to the haven where 
they would be; to distressed and scrupulous 
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consciences, to melancholy and disconsolate 
persons, to all that are afflicted with evil and 
unclean spirits, give a light from heaven, great 
grace^ and proportionable comforts, and timely 
deliverance; give them patience and resig- 
nation; let their sorrows be changed into 
grace and 'comfort, and let the storm waft 
them certainly to the regions of rest and glory. 
Lord God of mercy, give to Thy martyrs, con- 
fessors, and all Thy persecuted, constancy and 
prudence, boldness and hope, a fiill faith, and 
a never-failing charity. To all who are con- 
demned to death, do Thou minister comfort, a 
strong, a quiet, and a resigned spirit ; take from 
them the fear of death, and all remaining affec- 
tions to sin, and all imperfections of duty, and 
cause them to die full of grace, full of hope. 
And give to all faithful (and particularly those 
who have recommended themselves to the 
prayers of thy unworthy servants) a supply of 
all their needs, temporal and spiritual ; and ac- 
cording to their several states and necessities, 
rest and peace, pardon and refreshment; and 
shew us all a mercy in the day of judgment. 
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Give, O Lord, to the magistrates equity, sin- 
cerity, courage, and prudence, that they may 
protect the good, defend religion, and punish 
the wrong-doers ; give to the nobility wisdom, 
valour, and loyalty ; to merchants, justice and 
faithfulness; to all artificers and labourers, 
truth and honesty ; to our enemies, forgiveness 
and brotherly kindness. Preserve to us the 
heavens and the air in healthful influence and 
disposition, the earth in plenty, the kingdom in 
peace and good government, our marriages in 
peace and sweetness and innocency of society, 
Thy people from famine and pestilence, our 
houses from burning and robbery, our persons 
from being burnt alive, from banishment and 
prison, from widowhood and destitution, from 
violence of pains and passions, from tempests 
and earthquakes, from inundation of waters, 
from rebellion or invasion, from impatience and 
inordinate cares, from tediousness of spirit and 
despair, from murder, and all violent, accursed, 
and unusual deaths, from the surprise of sudden 
and violent accidents, from passionate and un- 
reasonable fears, from all Thy wrath, and from 
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all our sins, good Lord^ deliver and preserve 
Thy servants for ever. Repress the violence of 
all implacable^ warring^ and tyrant nations; 
bring home into Thy fold all that are gone 
astray ; call into the Church all strangers ; in- 
crease the number and holiness of Thine own 
people; bring infants to ripeness of age and 
reason ; confirm all baptised people with Thy 
grace and with Thy Spirit ; instruct the novices 
and new Christians ; let a great grace and mer- 
ciful providence bring youthful persons safely 
and holily through the indiscretions^ and pas- 
sions^ and temptations^ of their younger years ; 
and to those whom Thou hast or shalt permit 
to live to the age of a man^ give competent 
strength and wisdom : take from them covet- 
ousness and churlishness^ pride and impatience; 
fill them full of devotion and charity, repent- 
ance and sobriety, holy thoughts and longing 
desires after heaven and heavenly things : give 
them a holy and a blessed death, and to us all 
a joyful resurrection ; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

Bishop Taylor. 
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IJrag^r to ht offerett ftatls 

In the Eviber-Wceks, 

O God, by whose providence Thy Church 
from ancient times has set apart four solemn 
seasons of conferring holy orders upon chosen 
persons, to supply the faithful with a succession 
of priests and deacons, and enjoined us all, 
with extraordinary devotions, to implore Thy 
special assistance to a work which so much 
concerns us all; Hear, we most humbly be- 
seech Thee, Thy servants who, by the mortifi- 
cation of our bodies, desire to increase this 
fervour of our prayers. O give the Bishops of 
ours and of all other Churches the grace of 
discerning spirits, that they may ordain only 
such as are indeed fit for their sacred functions ; 
and grant us the grace of reverence, and due 
subjection to those so ordained, as truly sent 
by Thee for our edification ; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Bishop Hickes (Reformed Breviary). 
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